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Report Findings from the Original Committee:

● There are a lot of lessons in this book. One was getting away from home and then you are on your own. Fitting in

with a certain group and what you have to do to stay. That’s part of growing up. The kid is exceptionally smart.

● Reading this book after losing students in a car accident, I now see that this is exactly the book students should

read in a year or two. The theme is how to deal with loss. I saw students mourn, but the book could give them

answers.

● The book talked about how the characters dealt with the trauma and their desperate need. They felt the car

accident was their fault because they let her get in the car.  It is important for kids to be able to read what suicide

does to your friend and how traumatizing it is to those who are left behind because they feel hopeless.

● Miles cares about his academics. This is a lesson that it's ok to be smart and study. He came from poverty but

loved his mom so much.

● Shows that big jocks and preppy kids and other groups can get along with each other.

● There is an interview with the author at the end talking about the sex scenes. He did a great job on what he

intended with those scenes.  The author’s intention was clinical, distant and unsensual;  he did it on purpose.

“Weird, nervous, and quizzical” was what the author wrote at the end with the purpose of  evoking the senses.

He used adverbs, adjectives to get across the purpose of what he was trying to do. The characters were not really

passionate about each other.

● It was asserted that this is pornography.  None of the sex scenes were exciting or designed in any way to get

someone excited, which is the purpose of porn.

● The characters were well written. The dialogue was fantastic especially as the characters talked and dealt with

Alaska’s death.

● This would be a great  book club choice because of the topics and engaging to talk about.

● Committee consensus was to retain in high school libraries without restriction.

Appeal Committee Findings:

● There was discussion about the process used for the committee.

● The committee listened to the challenger and consensus was reached.

Appeal Committee Recommendation:

● Uphold the findings of the Challenge Committee.
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